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Notes from the President

 March 2, 2007
Welcome
Outdoor Connection would like to welcome the following franchise owners to the OC crew.  

Scot Brzozka
Lambertville, Minnesota
scot@outdoor-connection.com
734-856-6071
Scott Marvin

Warroad, Minnesota

smarvin@outdoor-connection.com
218-386-2678

Clark and Jennifer Wood
Cave Creek, Arizona

clark@outdoor-connection.com
480-686-9113
STILL NEEDED

Saskatchewan Inspection Trip

If you have a group of hunting buddies you would like to take on a hunt with you this spring let me know.  I have set the inspection trip to Mountain Creek Outfitters for the dates of May 21-26 or May 28 – June 2 on a spring black bear hunt.  If you have three clients book the trip at the rate of $2,500, your trip is free.  
2007 Convention News

Chris Given (OC-FL) is looking for another franchise owner who is interested in sharing a room at the convention.  
Outfitter / Lodge Info
It has been a crazy week around here (once I returned from the East Coast on Tuesday night).  Tracey and I have been working with many new outfitters lately and this week and were able to close deals with a number of them.  Here are a great new set of destinations to add to our approved list:

Two Waters Safaris www.gamehunting.co.za  TWS offers hunts in the Eastern Cape of South Africa.  Bruce Rowe (OC-WI) has hunted with TWS before and has another group heading there next month.  Bruce will be filling out an inspection report and I am working on a deal to send a group of FO’s over there in 2008.  TWS offers some great plains game packages that you will see on their web site.  They will be paying us a 12% commission on the package rates for 2007 and then will pay 15% on full package rates beginning in 2008.  

Trails End Lodge www.trailsendhunting.com  Trails End offers turkey and whitetail deer hunts in both Iowa and Missouri.  We have been looking for an Iowa whitetail outfitter for sometime and this one looks good.  Johnny Wellman (OC-IL) met them at a trade show this year and helped us bring them on.  We will be inspecting them this spring on a Missouri turkey hunt and they will pay a 15% commission on all hunts we book.
Safari Nordik www.safarinordik.com  Safari Nordik is one of the premier caribou hunting outfitters in the North.  If you have ever read a hunting magazine you have seen articles about them and ads for them.  Safari Nordik is a large company and runs numerous camps all across northern Quebec.  Last year they took 906 caribou hunters and 901 of them took at least one caribou.  That sounds like a ton of hunters and it is.  Once you see their map and all of the land they cover it will bring it into perspective.  Mark Reinert (OC-ON) helped us bring SN to the table.  SN will be paying us a 10% commission from their package prices.  Their packages included everything from Montreal, so instead of deducting their airfare, tags, taxes etc. and then paying 15% on what was left they do it this way.  We will inspect them this fall.  They are flying here to the office next week to meet us and discuss more options for the future and ways to expand on commissions.  I will keep you informed.
Hucal Safaris – www.hucalsafaris.com  Hucal comes highly recommended by Bob Hanson (OC-WY).  Bob used to send big game hunters there when he owned The Trophy Connection.  Bob and I met Hucal in Reno last month during the SCI Show.  They will offer us a great alternative to Frontera for those wanting trophy big game animals in Argentina, including trophy red stag and puma.  Hucal is very well known in the SCI realm and have many animals in the record books.  For 2007 they will pay us a 12% commission on daily rates and 12% commission on trophy fees for the big game hunts.  They will pay 15% on waterfowl and dove hunts, which we can use as back ups to Frontera if they are booked.  We will inspect Hucal on a dove hunt sometime this year and while we were at SCI this year Scott Marvin (OC-MN) booked himself and a group of hunters to Hucal in 2008 for red stag.  

Leaf River Outfitters www.leafriveroutfitters.com .  After last year’s caribou issues it became apparent we needed to address these hunts.  With the addition of Safari Nordik and now Leaf River I feel as though we have significantly addressed it.  Leaf River hunts an area of Quebec we have never had an outfitter in and hunts the Leaf River herd.  Scott Marvin (OC-MN) has hunted with Leaf River numerous times and highly recommends their hunts.  We will be booking both their hunts and their world class fishing trips.  They too will work on the 10% commission basis from their total package price.  We will inspect this summer on a fishing trip and Scott has booked two groups, including himself for caribou hunts.  We will work on getting another group of FO’s in there soon as well.  
----------
Peter Ruddle of Zulu Afrika sent the following messages this week:
I have been offered some additional hunts for 2007 if anyone is interested:

 

I have just reserved two leopard hunts in Botswana for this year. They are expensive but exciting and you have virtually a 100% success rate with no time limits. Some guys go on two or three hunts and do not see a Leopard and then are prepared to pay the price for the success guaranteed on this hunt.  Why are they so successful? Well, we use Bushman trackers and Dogs so these hunts are virtually fool proof.
Price to me: $27,500 (Some Outfitters are charging $ 30,000 for these hunts) 
Pick up and drop off in Johannesburg, transfers round trip (it will take a day to drive there), two nights accommodation in Johannesburg (before and after the hunt) and includes at least 2 big game animals (Kudu, Gemsbuck, Zebra, Wildebeest or Hartebeest) and 3 or 4 small animals (Springbuck, Duiker, Steenbuck, etc)
 

I am still trying to buy another two conventional Leopard hunts in Botswana and will let you know what is happening. It looks like all lion hunting will be closed in South Africa shortly - so be careful what you book.
 

Regards,
Peter
I have one Leopard and Buffalo (Big Game area) hunt available in Zimbabwe. Date: 1 - 14 September. 
14 Day Buffalo / Leopard Hunt
Daily Rate: $1,200 per day (You must add on your commission)
Leopard: $4,000
Buffalo: $2,750
Crocodile: $2,200 (optional)
Hippo: $2,000 (optional)
Extras
2% Government tax on daily rates.
$30 for Visa
$1,800 Air charter
$200 Emergency evacuation (MARS)
 

One Elephant left for 2007 in Zimbabwe.
12 Day Elephant Hunt
Daily Rate: $1,200 per day (You must add on your commission)
Elephant - $13,000 (If you are lucky you can find 70lbs however the average size is 40 - 60lbs)
Your best bet for an Elephant of 70 lbs is Botswana and they are sold out for 2007 and probably 2008. 
Extras
2% Government tax on daily rates.
$30 for Visa
$1,800 Air charter
$200 Emergency evacuation (MARS)
 

Regards,
Peter
Peter & Lynne Ruddle
Zulu Afrika Safaris 
Republic of South Africa 
Web: www.zuluafrikasafaris.co.za
Have a great weekend!
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
