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Notes from the President
 March 11, 2006
Top Month

Who says with only 28 days February is a “SHORT” month?  Thanks to the hard working franchise owners of Outdoor Connection we have set yet another milestone of sales in one month - $318,670.00  Congratulations and thanks go out to all of you who contributed to this figure.  Here are few top sellers:

Mike McElrath (OC-TN) - 20 fishermen to Great Alaska

 
Steve Ellenson (OC-MN) - 2 brown bear hunts to Russia pending our outfitter approval, 4 hunters to Bush Africa, and 2 bear hunters to Gold Mine

Team Wisniewski (OC-FL) - 2 deer hunters to Northgate, 3 caribou hunters to
Camp Ekwo, 4 mule deer hunters to Two Leggins
 
Greg Ray (OC-OK) - 4 brown bear hunters to Osprey, 1 deer hunter to Twin
Hollows, 1 fisherman to Capt. Toms, 2 fisherman to Clive’s

Harold Eby (OC-MD) - 2 bear hunters to PR Guides, 1 brown bear hunter to
Lonesome Dove, 2 deer hunters to Common Thread, 2 deer hunters to
Cedar Tree

Calvin Taylor (OC-OK) - 4 elk hunters to Ute Creek

John Green (OC-CO) - 1 mountain lion hunter to Dutchik, 1 moose hunter to High Ridge, 3 elk hunters to Whispering Pines,

Larry Boll (OC-WI) - 1 elk hunter to Hidden Valley, 4 fishing to Redfish
Lodge, 2 mule deer hunters to Hidden Valley, 3 fishermen to Captain
Toms

Chris Lemke (OC-MN) - 2 duck hunters to Bayou Bottoms, 1 mule deer hunter to Hidden Valley, 2 black bear hunters to High Ridge, and 2 elk hunters
to Whispering Pines

Frank Carbone (OC-FL) - 4 hunters to Bush Africa

Awesome job guys!  Keep it up.

Convention 
Rod Regel (OC-WI) is looking for someone to share a room with at the convention.  Rod would like to reserve suite at Playa and split the room with another franchise owner.  Contact Rod or Tracey if you are interested.  
________________________________________________________________
.
New Lodges / Outfitters
The following is a list of outfitters that we have either approved or have the inspection trip set:

Pro Guiding & Hunting Safaris: www.proguide.iway.na  Pro Guide offers all plains game and big five hunts (excluding Cape buffalo which is not being hunted in Namibia right now) in Namibia.  Namibia is receiving a great amount of positive press right now as far as safari travel in Africa goes.  They have a very stable government situation and don’t have any gun restriction issues.  They offer package hunts as well as the typical daily rate plus trophy fee structure.  They will be paying 15% of daily rates and 10% on trophy fees across the board.  Their daily rates include the VAT that all SA outfitters tack on so we have to take 15% off the daily rate first and then take our 15%.  Their daily rate is $250 per day for 2X1 and $350 per day 1X1.  That is cheaper per day for the 1X1 than SA’s 2X1 trips.  Some of the reasons hunters are heading to Namibia are the trophy caliber of kudu (54”+), gemsbok (40”+), springbok (16”-17”), sable and leopard.  Leopard are not limited in Namibia as they are in SA with only 30-40 tags per year given in SA.  They are unlimited in Namibia and this outfitter himself can take 20 or so per year.  He still has 4 left for 2006 and they sell for $8,000 for a 14 day leopard hunt.  Leopard in South Africa will cost at $14,000 or so anymore.  I will be hunting leopard and some plains game with Pro Guide starting April 21.  I will then join our franchise owner group at Bush Africa.  I spent a great deal of time with this outfitter in Reno two weeks ago.  If you have any leopard hunters in your bag this looks like the place to send them – not only for the price but, the quality.
Striper Fun: www.striperfun.com Striper Fun offers guided fishing trips on Lake Cumberland in Kentucky.  They offer similar day trips to Striper Madness but, on the other end of the lake and offer a lodging package as well.
________________________________________________________________

Inspection Trip Openings
Bush Africa Safaris - We have room for two more franchise owners on the Bush Africa trip for the dates of April 24 – May 5.  This is for the special offer that Bush made to OC franchise owners.  The daily rate is cut in half to $175 ($1,750 for the 10 day hunt) and numerous trophy fees were cut 25%-50%.  We have a total of eleven OC franchise owners going at this point.  Three are scheduled for these dates as we filled the first set of dates with the maximum of eight hunters.  If you are interested in joining this group of three please let us know ASAP.  This is a great opportunity to hunt Africa at rates you may never see again.
URGENT!!!!!!  Wolf Lake Lodge - The inspection trip to Wolf Lake (www.wolflake.ca) in the Yukon Territory is set for August 28-31 (4 day fishing trips).  Rod Regel (OC-WI) will be leading the group and we have room for three more franchise owners.  The offer from Wolf Lake to OC franchise owners is a buy one trip, get one trip free.  They have reserved the whole lodge for us so we can send four franchise owners for free as long as they have one full paying customer with them.  The rate for the four day trip is $2,400 all inclusive from Whitehorse.  Take a friend for ½ price and you pay ½ - as long as they payment is $2,400 per two!   We have to send four franchise owners and four clients for this trip to be scheduled on their float plane schedule.  We can make up the last six spots with six franchise owners who can each pay ½ price.  This is a very good offer for Yukon fishing opportunities.
Lodge Reports
My client returned from his trip to Anglers Inn at Lake El Salto.   I
just talked to him and he tells me he had a really great time and
would recommend it to anybody that likes to bass fish.  He caught
around 60 fish in his 2 ½ days fishing, the largest he landed being 8
lbs.   He told me he had several larger bass on his line, but his line
broke when trying to get those on the boat.  He also reported that the food was really great and they treated him like a king.  He said the fishing guide told him that this time of year wasn't really the best fishing (which he knew before going), but he said it was still the best fishing he has ever experienced.  His last comment to me was that he hopes he can go back next year during the peak of
the fishing season.
Rick Beaulieu (OC-TN)
________________________________________________________________
Marketing Brochures
If you have not received your new marketing brochures please let us know.  We did hear from most of you and we hope you like them – Rod Regel (OC-WI) obviously does:

Hi:  You have returned this business since 9/11 for a 101 yard
touchdown.  Now, with your corporate brochure, another score - Job VERY
well done

Rod

Thanks for the message Rod.  Look for many more things to come.
Until next time,

Marc Glades
