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Notes from the President

 March 21, 2008
  
Convention
 
Be sure to check the Convention Update button on the home page of the agent's web site, as a new update was just posted this morning.  See you in 25 days.  

Scott Beemer (OC-MI) is interested in ordering some of the Leatherman tools for his clients.  Since the minimum order is 24, he is wondering if anyone wants to join him in ordering and having them at convention for everyone to pick up.  If you are interested shoot Scott an e-mail or call and chat with him.
 
New Pictures
Tracey has uploaded many new photos to the agent’s side this week.  Be sure to check out the new pictures from:

Backwoods, Bird N Buck, Bristol Bay, Casa Grande, CD – ID, Henik, High Ridge, NCA, Ranger Creek, Saddle Springs, Santa Fe Trail, Savage Encounters, Sawtooth and Whispering Pines
DAT Update

Chris Lemke kept busy this week and added two new destinations to the OC Approved Destinations list.  Here is some information about both:

I just finished negotiations with Buffalo Springs Outfitters.  They offer whitetail and turkey hunts in Northwest Missouri.  Marc met the outfitter, Judd Whitfield at the Shot Show in January.
 

http://www.buffalospringsoutfitters.com/ 

 

They will be paying us 15% for turkey and 18% for deer hunts.  The inspection trip is set for two hunters for a turkey hunt this spring.  This is an over the counter hunt.  Hunters arrive on April 27 and hunt the 28-30th.  

Here are my notes from our conversations on the phone.

They have availability on their web site.

· Deer avg. 140’s with 160-170 around

· Turkey 100% success rate

· Only offers hunts during time periods where he as a hunter would hunt

· 32 clients total

· Getting into waterfowl this year.

· Lodging in a small farm house that sleeps 4-5 comfortably

· Missouri is probably going towards 1 short rifle season after this year -- will be almost all archery

· 70 % success rifle – first season for archery

· 3rd year of operation

· Everything over the counter

· He is a cop -- when he is not outfitting.

------------
Tim Lockwood from California runs Lockwood Hunting Services and has agreed to work with OC at commission of 15%.  Team Hickman (OC-CA) met Tim recently at the Sacramento ISE Show.  We will inspect him this summer on a hog hunt.
Here are my notes from talking with him.

All hunts are over the counter. They do mostly pig hunts. We can sell as many pig and bear hunts as we want. 2 day hunts. Extra $400 per day for fully outfitted and $300 per day for guided.  We will be the only hunters -- even if just one person – something they do differently. They would like to have at least 3 hunters in the group before offering the fully outfitted hunts.  He prefers booking the just guided hunts (no meals, lodging).  They currently use 3 booking agents.

Pig

- spot and stalk or hound. Hound hunts are guaranteed in two days. Spot and stalk are guaranteed visibility. If you don’t see one for spot and stalk or kill one for hound – you come back for free. 90% kill rate for spot and stalk. 
Bear

- Spot and stalk or hound. Just leased 250,000 acres from Timber Company in D zone. This area would be just guided –not outfitted. A lot of color phase. Same guarantees as pig hunt. 

Deer.

They hunt true Columbian Blacktail as they are only about 30 miles from the coast as you get farther east, the deer get bigger – he says this is because they are a mule deer/ blacktail mix. B&C still calls them blacktail. He says to take 3-5 days for a trophy hunt – still not as good chance as farther east but you can shoot a 20 inch plus B&C buck here. Guaranteed visibility. They hunt the A zone. They only take 10 per year over 6 weeks. They have a couple left for this year. 
bobcat

– only sell about one per year pure bobcat hunt. He does allow hunters to shoot a bobcat during another hunt if they have the license. 

Bear/Deer

– going to start offering this on leased land. Must shoot bear before deer.  Cost is $5,000 for four day hunt. 

unguided hunts

on leased land – going to start doing this.  Actually will be semi-guided - $500 for two days and $2,000 more if hunters want him to tree a bear.
Info at:

www.lockwoodhuntingservices.com
That’s it for this week – Chris.

Lodges, Guides and Outfitters
We have received information this year that Norse Lodge has closed its doors and will not be reopening this summer.  We have tried to communicate with Bob Compton for the past three weeks and have not received a reply to date.  At this point we will be removing their listing from our destinations permanently unless we hear back from them in the future.

------------
Here is a message we received this week from Patrick Faast of Packstring Outfitters.  I myself have a mule deer hunt booked with Patrick for this fall.

Howdy 
 

Here are a few hunts that I need to sell before April 1st. I'd like to express that at this late time I would be willing to negotiate a lower price to an interested hunter. Shown below are the prices that I have had them priced at. I'd like to negotiate on that price individually as I have sold some hunts at this price and don't want to have troubles with those clients advertising a lower price. But I will negotiate one on one.
 

6 slots for Rifle Antelope in area 105 private land. Big #s of antelope (300 to 400 average) with bucks in 2007 ranging from 13 to 15 2/8 inches in length and up to #76 in score. It takes about 2 points to draw. The price I have had them at is $2,000 each.
 

4 slots for Mountain Mule deer. Private ranch with bucks taken on our last hunt up to 190 inches. Mountain lion kill in 06 scored 223. The biggest buck killed in Colorado in 2007at 320 was harvested only a few miles south on the same ridge. (Shown on the Eastman’s tour) There has been 100% harvest on this ranch the last 3 years. These hunts have been priced at $4,500. 
 

I'd appreciate the opportunity to talk with any of your hunt consultant’s clients re this ASAP. 
 

Thanks, Patrick Faast 
Pack String Ranch Outfitters 
719-661-3706
Quick report from Harold Eby (OC-MD) whose clients just fished with Big Bass in Mexico March 5-11:
Harold,

Just wanted to let you no that GARY and I had a trip of a lifetime.  It was great, the people were great and I would recommend, it to anyone who likes to fish. The weather was in the high 80,s and hard to take - HA. I would go back with no problem. Thanks for all you did to make our trip a great one.

                                                                                                                                                
New Mexico Applications

Jim Wisniewski (OC-FL) recently sent this information out to his hunters.  It is in regard to how to use the tag application service offered by Dan Reyes of Ridgeline Outfitters in New Mexico.  Jim wanted to share it with all OC franchise owners: (thanks Jim!)

For having the outfitter apply for you there is a 1 time charge of $100. This will cover you for him doing the application until you draw or until you notify him to discontinue. There is an $8 per application fee charged by the State of NM which you will be charged each year. When you are selected the Elk tag fee will be charged by the State at that time. All of this can be done on a Credit Card. 

 

To accomplish this use the following procedure:

 

Go to www.ridgelineoutfitters.com  click on Booking and Cancellations, then click on limited Power of Attorney, Download this and print out, fill this out and fax to Dan Reyes at 505 866 1074.  Dan needs this to apply for you.

 

Dan also needs your Credit Card information to charge the $100 fee and for the State of NM to charge the $8 application fee and when you are selected the Elk tag fee. You can provide this information when you Fax the Power of Atty or if you would prefer by phone to Dan.  Dan will be calling you to discuss the hunt you would like to be applied for.  Dan will call you after he receives the Power of Atty.

 

Please include the name of the Outdoor Connection agent you are working through. When you are selected this agent will be handling the booking for the hunt.

Any questions please call me.

Inspection Trips Needing Filled

6 Spots need filled!!!!!
(ONLY 1 SPOT LEFT) The inspection trip to Gateway North Outfitters has been set for a fishing trip to Grant Lake (fly in outpost camp) over the dates of May 24 – 28, 2008.  The whole cabin is set for OC to use for those dates, giving us the opportunity to send six franchise owners on the trip.  We are paying Gateway for a total of three spots, so this is a 2 for 1 deal for each OC franchise owner.  The regular rate for the 5 day trip is $1,060.  This deal makes the trip $530 per franchise owner if we get six to go.  Ted and Trey Hickman (OC-CA), Frank Calta (OC-MN), Brian Maloney (OC-IA) and Mike Wensink (OC-WI) have reserved their spots so far. 
------------
 

(2 SPOTS OPEN) If you have ever wanted to fish Alaska and be off the beaten path - here is your chance.  Join Hal Graff (OC-IL) at Nushagak River Adventures in Alaska.  NRA has offered OC the chance to send three OC franchise owners to fish for king salmon right in the heart of the run, July 10-15, 2008.  The offer is half price trips for our three franchise owners.  Additional guests (your clients) can be booked at regular price (you still get your commission) as there is still room.  Regular price on these trips is $2,800 so you will be fishing for five days for an incredible $1,400.  You fly to Dillingham and from there the float plane is included in the price.  Check out their site at www.fishthenush.com and let me know ASAP if you want to take advantage of this offer.  
------------
(1 SPOT OPEN)   Glacier Mountain trophy coastal black bear hunt: 

Just a quick note to let you know that our May 19th-25th 2008 yacht based
black bear hunt for 4 hunters has come available again.  Though previously
unavailable this is the only slot we have left for 2008 and is right
during the meat of our spring season.  This is probably the single best
date for getting a genuine trophy coastal black bear.  As always, the hunt
is all-inclusive aboard our private yacht with 3 staterooms, 2 bathrooms
and a full-time cook.  Don't miss this opportunity as prices are going up
in 2009.   We need hunters to come in pairs or a group of 4.  Price is
$4,200 per hunter in 2008 or $4,800 per hunter in 2009.

Best regards and thanks in advance,

Greg

www.glaciermountainoutfitters.com
I asked Greg what he could do for us as our inspection trip and he offered to take one OC FO for only $2,000 (less than half price) if we could sell the other three spots.  So, I am looking for an OC FO who is interested in trophy black bear hunting in Alaska this year and has a friend or two interested in going as well.  Please take a look at Greg's site and let me know if you are interested in this deal.  

 
(2 Spots Open) The inspection trip (mentioned above) to Buffalo Springs Outfitters in Missouri has been set for a 3 turkey hunt April 28-30.  The hunt normally sells for $1,450 and OC agents are invited for $900 each (save $550).  If you are interested in taking this trip, please notify me ASAP as the dates are close.  Tags in MO are OTC fro turkey.
I was amazed as I toured Big Cedar again this week that OC has almost outgrown its meeting facilities.  It was only five years ago that we were there and fit quite easily.  We will now fill the meeting rooms and will probably not be able to return there as a full group again unless they build new meeting facilities (they did not want to say no when I asked if that was in their thoughts).  We are going to have a great time next month and spring in the Ozark Mountains is a beautiful time.
Many inspection trips in the works right now and many of you have open invitations right now on your tables.  We need to fill these spots.  We have already cancelled one this year and I don’t want to cancel any more.  We still need at least one FO to join Hal Graff on the Nushagak trip.  Every one of you asks about inspection trips when you are here for training and we tell you they will be there.  Well, they are here – GET OUT and take them!!

Have a great Easter weekend and we will chat again next week.

In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
