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Notes from the President

 August 8, 2008
 
Continuing Education
I wanted to send a quick update on the continuing education program we have scheduled for Oct. 26-29, 2008 at Granite Springs in South Dakota.  At this point we have seven franchise owners booked in for the trip.  We have reserved spots for 20, so there is still plenty of room for additional franchise owners.  Greg Ray and Larry Boll will be presenting on the topic “Managing Corporate Accounts”.  For more information on the trip, click the “Continuing Education” button on the agent’s site.
Illinois Whitetail Deer Tags

On Tuesday, August 12th, Illinois will open the sales for the leftover whitetail deer tags.  If you still have clients interested in whitetail hunts for this fall, here is your chance to send them to Illinois.  We still have outfitters with openings.

(1 Spot Open) On another note, the inspection trip to Great Hunt Outfitters (www.greathuntoutfitters.com) in Illinois is set.  The hunt is a six day archery hunt and Harold Eby (OC-MD) will be going as well.  Price is only $900 per franchise owner ($2,000 is regular rate) plus meals and accommodations.  They have a B&B in the area of the hunting property that they get specials rates for hunters.  Harold is going to drive out from Hagerstown, MD to the location of the hunt, Chrisman, Illinois, so if you are on the way, I am sure Harold would love to share the ride.  Dates are:  arrive Oct 24, hunt 25-30 and depart 30th or 31st. One spot left on this one so let me know if you are interested.
Trade show opportunity
Bob Hanson (OC-WY) and I worked an OC booth at the Wild Sheep Foundation (formerly FNAWS) this past spring in Salt Lake City.  Due to some other commitments, neither Bob nor I will be able to man a booth there again in 2009.   If you are interested in taking over the booth in SLC, hop on WSF’s web site, www.wildsheepfoundation.org for details.  Let me know if you are interested and we can help switch booth over to your name.
Standings
The new franchise standings through July are now posted on the agent’s site.
Sitka Gear
Those of you who ordered Sitka gear from the Sitka rep at the OC convention this year should start to see your products this month.
Reports and Openings
Dave Powers (OC-OH) and Bill Bowering (OC- NY) will be taking the inspection trip to Rockin’ H Outfitters in Colorado for an archery elk hunt Sept. 17-23, 2008.  Dave Holbrook, the outfitter, wanted us to be sure and let OC clients know that there is still room for two more elk hunters for those dates at the regular rate of $2,200.

------------
Note from Eric Sechrist of Boulder Lake Lodge (WY):

We still have 76 elk tags for hunting any elk bull or cow in 2008.  We have openings in the archery season September 1 to 19.  Please let us know ASAP as these tags are for sale first come first serve. 

 

Eric 

------------
Note from Patrick Faast at Pack String Outfitters:

COLORADO ELK DROP CAMP HUNT
4 RIFLE SPOTS AVAILABLE IN THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER!!!
PRICE:  $1,450 per person       TAG: $520 per person
Don't miss some outstanding elk hunting!  This outfitter has openings for 4 rifle hunters in the November 2-8, 2008 timeframe. 
Accommodations include one cook tent and one sleeping tent, each with a wood stove.  A table and chairs with a complete kitchen are provided.  A cot, pad and wool blanket for each client is provided along with the first nights firewood.
Jim Wisniewski (OC-FL) has one hunter to book in on the dates of Nov 2-8, 2008.  Pack String needs a minimum of three hunters to go on this hunt.  If you have two elk hunters looking for an economical drop camp this fall here is your chance.  Contact Jim for more information.

Note from Tracy Weyer at Hidden Valley Outfitters (MT):
Montana has posted the antelope drawing on the FWPs website.  Please have your agents contact hunters to see if they have drawn licenses.

Also, can you let your agents know that I have a few openings yet for mountain lion hunts this fall/winter.  Licenses are due before August 31.  Dates are pretty flexible, time table will be Dec.- March... Motel hunt with restaurants for food... Mark Elpers has been on this hunt.  Thanks Tracy.
------------
Note from Tim Booch at Aleutian Island Guide Service:

I am free to conduct a 7 day brown bear and buffalo... “Wood's bison"...hunt
on my friends 27,000 acre game ranch on Kodiak island after Nov. 5th
No drawing of a brown bear permit is required for this hunt. The buffalo...
over 400 head... are free ranging.
This hunt is conducted from Bill's bunk house and the hunting area is 3
miles down the ocean beach to a river valley where there is a salmon run
that attracts the bears and the old bachelor buffalo bulls hang out. The
area is accessed by 4 wheelers.
The hunt date is from Nov. 5th thru the 11th.

The price for this hunt is $16,000.
Please let me know if you have any interest in this hunt.

Sincerely
Tim Booch
A.I.G.S.
907-487-4984

-------------
Client report from Brian and Doris Maloney (OC-IA) whose clients just returned from Alaska Good Time Charters:
We just got back tonight, and I wanted you to know it was a fabulous trip for all.  David was the kindest and most sincere gentleman.  We were able to see most wildlife desired, caught lots of fish, and got to all the places we were supposed to go.  We saw whales, black bear, porpoise, sea otter, killer whales, eagles, etc.  We caught lots of silver salmon, released lots, and did well with halibut.  Mary caught a 16# silver which drove David absolutely wild. Jack caught a halibut at about 130#, me at 80#, Anne at 50#, and Mary and Kim 20-30# range.  David suspects about 275# fish processed at Fee's to be shipped to us Thursday.  Even with lots of catch and release, we took home more than the 50-100# we asked for. I will be sure to get back the review to you soon.  ...
 Thanks for fitting things out perfectly.  Everyone made you praise throughout the whole trip.  Thanks.
 

Bill 
Quick report from Calvin Taylor (OC-OK):
I just wanted to pass along a note to all other F.O.s that my corporate client called this morning to add 3 more to a group going to Great Alaska Adventure Lodge next month. One of the guests to be added is currently stationed in Iraq. He is scheduled for a brief leave and should be able to attend the fishing trip to Alaska. I asked Kent John of Great Alaska how we should handle the charges since we weren’t sure when the young man would be arriving or how long he would get to stay. Kent replied there would be No Charge for the serviceman; just tell him thanks for his service to our country. I got a little choked up at the generosity and gratitude of the good folks of Great Alaska Adventure Lodge. It’s wonderful to witness this kind of support for our military. Thank You Laurence and Kent John and Great Alaska Adventure Lodge!  
Living to Hunt & Fish,
Calvin Taylor
------------
Client report from Mike Wensink (OC-WI):

Just a quick note, I had a group of 4 just return from fishing with Jim at Alaska Wilderness charter and guiding. I had emailed Brad to find out there perspective and Brad told me they had a good time with very good fishing. Tonight I got a call from Jeff the leader of the group. He told me it was the best trip they had in a long time. They travel a lot and have been to Alaska a number of times. Quoting Jeff this was the smoothest trip with a great outfitter a trip we will remember for a long time. Every thing was great. The only complaint they had was they fed them too much food. We had to loosen our belt from all the great food. Upon arrival there was fresh halibut prepared for them. They promised pictures to me soon and I will forward them to the office as soon as I get them. 
It is always good to hear from satisfied customers!!!  

Mike Wensink

------------
Quick report from Jim Wisniewksi (OC-FL):

I had the opportunity this past week to spend a couple of days at our new destination (Brazos Hunting) here in New Mexico. I want to pass along my observations even though this was not an official inspection trip.  I found the area to be extremely scenic with some absolutely terrific views from the cabin.  The east and west forks of the Brazos River run through the ranch in broad valley's. Although we were at 10,500 and there are some up's and down's the terrain is not that bad. We saw lots of animals, elk, mule deer. I did see 1 bull that I believe will go in the mid 300's and several more that were shooters.  Lot's and lots of cows. The cabin is nice and although this is not 5 star, it will suit most anyone.  I am sure the inspector who goes will give a complete report.  This destination is full for archery but he does have openings for rifle. I think there is not a better value in New Mexico.  His prices for the hunting opportunity can't be beat.  Anyone with clients that have been sitting on their hands and still need an elk hunt should consider this.

Jim

------------
Great time here for me to point out that the inspection to Brazos is still open.  You can see the details below.  Inspection trips to NM for elk don’t come around very often.  You don’t want to miss this opportunity.

DAT 
Chris Lemke finalized plans this week with Fairview Ranch Outfitters in South Dakota to add them to the OC destination list.  The inspection trip has been set and you can see the details below.  We do need to fill that one ASAP if possible.  Fairview offers whitetail and mule deer, antelope, turkey, coyote, prairie dog and wingshooting opportunities.  You can see more about them at www.fairviewranchoutfitters.com.  They will be paying 15% commission.
------------
Chris has also finished working with CCW Outfitters in Kentucky to bring on their operation.  CCW offers archery only whitetail hunting on over 4,000 acres.  The inspection trip has been set (see below) and you can join Josh Slingerland (OC-ME) on this trip if you are the next one to confirm a spot.  CCW will be paying 20% commission!!!  You can check them out at www.huntccwo.com
------------

I have been in communication with Hanz Meyer recently regarding his new trophy whitetail operation in Saskatchewan.  Hanz was the owner of Mountain Creek in Saskatchewan when we began working with them.  He now owns and operates Canadian Trophy Quest.  You can read about his new endeavor at www.canadiantq.com.  He has offered us two whitetail hunts for this fall (see below) to inspect his new facility.  We have been looking for more, high quality, trophy whitetail opportunities in Saskatchewan so we need to get this inspection filled.  Hanz will pay us 15% commission.
Well, it is that time again for me to plea to the masses to get these trips filled.  I will not succumb to the “it must be the economy” messages I have received about so many inspection trips not being filled right now.  These trips are mostly at 50% off or close to deals thus, making them very affordable.  Without inspection trips, we cannot add new destinations.  Please look over this list and see if you can make one of these trips.  Our inspections are the most important step we take to keep our quality high.  
23 Spots Open!!!!!
(1 Spot Open)

The inspection trip to Brazos Hunting has been set for a guided rifle elk hunt.  The dates of the trip are Oct 8-12, 2008.  This will be a five day hunt that includes lodging, meals, guided hunting on the private ranch and the landowner tag.  Normal rate for this hunt is $6,800.  Price for one OC franchise owner is $3,600.  
(1 Spot Left) – Ontario Black Bear

An inspection trip to Gateway North Outfitters has been set for Sept 6-13, 2008 for a fall black bear hunt.  The offer is a 2 for 1 deal for two OC franchise owners.  Josh Slingerland (OC-ME) has confirmed one spot so there is only one left.  Regular cost for black bear hunt there is $2,000 so your cost will be $1,000 per franchise owner.  These are highly successful bear hunts and are 6 day hunts.  
(2 Spots Open) – BC Moose

The inspection trip to Ruby Rock Lodge in British Columbia has been set for Sept 20-26, 2008.  The 2X1 moose hunt is normally $5,500 each.  They have offered us two spots at $3,500 each ($2,000 discount on a BC moose hunt).  Please check Ruby Rock’s web site to get a look at their operation.  Howard Gulick (OC-KY) has had clients that have hunted moose at Ruby Rock in the past. 
(Filled) – Colorado Archery Elk

The inspection trip to Rockin’ H Outfitters has been set for Sept 17-23, 2008 for a five day archery elk hunt.  Thanks Dave Powers (OC-OH) and Bill Bowering (OC-NY).
(4 Spots Open) - Minnesota Walleye

The inspection trip to Hunter Winfields (www.hunterwinfields.com) has been set for four OC franchise owners.  The trip will be for 2 days and 2 nights.  We will arrive one evening, fish the next two days and leave after fishing on the second day.  The price will include lodging and guided fishing on the famous Mille Lacs in Minnesota.  The cost will be $150 per franchise owner.  They are open to us taking this trip anytime between now and the end of Sept.  I would like to hear from those of you interested in taking this trip and what date range works best for you.  I will then put together a group from those that have similar dates.

(2 Spots Left) – Kansas Pheasant

The inspection trip to Sagebrush Hunts has been set for Dec. 15-17, 2008.  We will arrive for dinner on the 15th and then hunt pheasant on the 16th and 17th.  We can depart after the hunt on the 17th or stay the night to depart the morning of the 18th.  Cost for this trip is $350 per person and includes two nights lodging, all meals and guided pheasant hunting.  Dan Rieves (OC-CO) and Howard Gulick (OC-KY) have confirmed the first two spots.

(3 Spots Left) – Nebraska Pheasant

The inspection trip to Pheasant Bonanza has been set for Sept. 26-28, 2008.  We will arrive for dinner on the 26th, hunt pheasant the morning of the 27th and the sporting clays course following lunch that day.  We will again hunt pheasant on the morning of the 28th and then depart after lunch.  Cost is $600 per franchise owner.  There are four spots available to sell for the same dates to clients and they are discounting those spots to $800 each.  Pheasant Bonanza is located just north of Omaha, Nebraska.  Lou Hoop (OC-TN) will be on this trip.
(3 Spots Open) – Louisiana Offshore

The inspection trip to Fish Venice is open to three OC franchise owners.  Dates can either be 1 or 2 days or an overnight trip.  I personally fished this area when we started working with 4 Reel Charters in 2004 (4 Reel recommended Fish Venice as they were partners before Hurricane Katrina).  The tuna fishing is awesome.   You will not be disappointed.  Cost to the group is $600 for a full day charter ($1,200 for two days) and $900 for an overnight trip.  This price is divisible by the number of inspectors and we need two or three to go.  Be the first to let me know you are interested and we can work with your dates.
(2 Spots Open) – Saskatchewan Whitetail 

The inspection trip to Canadian Trophy Quest has been set for a rifle whitetail hunt.  CTQ is owned and operated by Hanz Meyer who we have booked for at Mountain Creek Outfitters in Saskatchewan as well.  He is now running whitetail hunts through this new outfitting company and wants us to see it.  He has offered us two rifle whitetail hunts for this fall at the rate of $2,100 per hunter – discounted from his normal rate of $4,250.  He is also lowering his normal rate to $3,850 for us to sell to OC clients for this year.  The location is just outside of Carrot River, SK.  You can see some information (including pictures) at his new site www.canadiantq.com.

(1 Spot Open) – South Dakota Archery Antelope

The inspection trip has been set for Fairview Ranch Outfitters in South Dakota.  This is a new addition for us this week and we have the opportunity to send in one antelope hunter for $850.  The hunt will be a decoy hunt (outfitter uses cow decoys) and the dates will be August 23-30 or any 6 days between Sept. 23 and Oct. 7.  This is a 6 day antelope hunt.  Normal rates are $1,500 but, they are raising those some starting in 2009.  The hunt includes lodging, meals and guided hunting.  The outfitter owns 20,000+ acres.  You can view more about Fairview Ranch at www.fairviewranchoutfitters.com
(1 Spots Left) – Kentucky Archery Whitetail

The inspection trip to CCW Outfitters in Kentucky is set.  CCW (www.huntccwo.com) is also a new offering to OC.  They offer 3,000 acres of archery only hunting for whitetails.  This hunt will take place December 7-10, 2008 and is three days of whitetail bow hunting.    Cost is only $850 per OC franchise owner.  Hunt includes lodging, meals and hunting.  Josh Slingerland (OC-ME) has confirmed one spot.  
Have a great weekend and let’s fill those inspection trips!
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
