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Notes from the President

 September 19, 2007
September Sales Goal

We have set the sales goal for September at $300,000.00.  August came up a bit short so we are going to once again offer the sales goal reward.  If, as a company, OC franchise owners sell over $300,000 in gross trip receipts, we will award an Ogio Sled Duffle Bag ($220 value) with OC logo to the top seller for the month.  Get ready for a great month!
Top Sellers
Scott Marvin (OC-MN) - 2 caribou hunters to Leaf River, 1 deer hunter to K&K
 

Tenney / Blair / Larson (OC-AZ) - 2 hog hunters to Ranger Creek, 2 fishermen to Sprucewood, 2 mule deer hunters to Blue Mountain, 6 fishermen to Palmas, 5 deer hunters to Heartland
 

Larry Boll (OC-WI) - 1 caribou hunter to Adventure Northwest, 2 elk hunters to Double G, 5 deer hunters to Mountain Creek
Convention Follow UP
Those of you who attended the convention this past summer will remember the roundtable meeting regarding corporate sales that was hosted by Doris Maloney (OC-IA) and Larry Boll (OC-WI).  Doris took some time to create a two page summary of the meeting for all OC franchise owners.  Here is a link to the summary:
http://www.theoutdoorconnectiononline.com/info/maloney/summarycorporateroundtable2007.doc
Thanks Doris.
Inspection Trips

Be sure to see the conclusions from Bill Bowering (OC-NY), Chris Given (OC-FL) and Doug Canter (OC-KY) on their recent archery antelope hunt with NTBB.  Their conclusions have been added to the inspection report. 
------------
Here is a quick report from Chris Todd (OC-MD) who just returned from the inspection trip to Battle Creek Outfitters.

Hi Marc,

I returned from my elk hunting trip this passed Sunday, its just taking me a couple days to get back into gear. I could have stayed out there for another week or 2, beautiful country. Everything was great from the personalities of the guides, food and being able to take hot showers each day, yes hot showers in a tent camp, 2 a day if you wanted. They were very adamant about scent control.

We did not harvest, but it wasn’t for a lack of trying. I saw elk every day and had 2 nice bulls within 60 yards, however no opportunities. One of our clients was hunting with me and I witnessed a large bull (6X7, 7X7) come within 10 yards of him, but that bull has charm. Apparently he has foiled the opportunities of a few other hunters.

They have 6 private ranches ranging from 16,000-30,000 acres each; the ranch that we were hunting has it all, prairies, drainages, draws, nice timber and canyons. Water sources are located on all elevations of the ranch. There are approx. 400-500 head of elk on this ranch. I lost count at 110 in one heard. This outfitter can and will cater to all skill levels and physical capabilities. The terrain of the ranch is moderate.

I will have the full report to you by the beginning of next week. If any FO’s need info in the meantime, please have them call me. I will be happy to go over all of the details.  

In the Outdoors,

Chris Todd
Labrador Caribou Hunts

If you have not seen the news flying around yet, caribou hunts out of the Schefferville area of Labrador are being cancelled by most outfitters, including Labrador Outdoors.  We have had a few people go and return from Labrador Outdoors and we have a group in there right now.  We are monitoring the situation to make sure this group gets back safely once their hunt is completed.  For the short version of the issue, the native Innu tribe, has closed down many roads, etc. and are threatening outfitters in the area.  They feel as though outfitters (some) have caused the change in the historical migration routes of the caribou for which they survive.  Here is an explanation I will borrow from Don Causey of The Hunting Report:

A major brouhaha has broken out in Quebec over Quebec/Labrador caribou hunts. News reaching us is that a group of tribal members, angry about shifting caribou migrations, have blocked road access near Schefferville to Squaw Lake, the main hydroplane base in that area used by outfitters to move hunters in and out of Schefferville-area camps. This has caused at least one local outfitter to cancel hunts at press time and return deposits for the season. Other outfitters are rescheduling their hunters' transportation out of another, less convenient, base. 

     Senior Western Correspondent Lance Stapleton, who checked into this situation for us, says hunters need to know that the problem is limited to the Schefferville area. Outfitters in the Caniaspiscau (central) area and in the Hudson's Bay (western) area are not affected. Unfortunately, a major online news service has muddied the water on this by suggesting that all Quebec/Labrador caribou hunts are affected. That is not true. 

     The cause of the protest, according to the Federation of Quebec Outfitters (800-567-9009, ext #229) and the Schefferville Outfitters Association (819-322-6491), is the emergence of some illegal outfitters in the Schefferville area. Seems some fly-by-nights have been renting cabins to outsiders in Zone 24, a relatively small parcel of land near Schefferville established for resident caribou hunting. Apparently, there have been some recent fluctuations in the numbers of caribou there, and that has made hunting more difficult for natives. They believe the illegal hunting has caused a shift in historical caribou migration routes. 

     Their allegations are supported by Andre Threlfall, President of the Outfitter's Association, who says that the Association has tried for years to prevent these illegal hunting operations. He agrees they should be removed. The unfortunate fallout from the confrontation is that a number of legal outfitters and their clients are being negatively impacted by the Innu tribe's actions. The financial burden on some outfitters is sure to be great, as outfitters tend to use hunt deposits to purchase fuel and provisions in advance of hunters' arrivals. The long-term impacts to hunting in this part of Quebec are yet to be seen. We will keep you posted as new developments unfold. Hunters returning from caribou hunts in Quebec this year are encouraged to file reports. - Lance Stapleton.
Again, all of our hunters who have been to Labrador this year have made it back fine and we have one last group out in a camp right now.  The rest of our hunters who were yet to go this year have been cancelled.  We will keep you posted as this will not doubt become a greater issue.

Lodges, Guides and Outfitters
Pro Guiding in Namibia e-mailed us this week to let us know that they have just obtained the opportunity to harvest one black mane lion in the Kalahari.  The price for this hunt is $75,000.

------------
Dan Reives (OC-CO) recently posted this report on the forum:

Just returned with my group from Kain's:  

This was our second trip up there and again Greg runs a great operation.  One of the most seamless operations I have been to since my involvement with OC.  The fishing was great, but the organization and customer service was even better.  I am pretty tough on outfitters and guides, my expectations are high - This group does a first rate job.

If you have someone looking for a lodge based salmon halibut experience, this is a no brainer choice.  Not a dime out of the clients pocket after they arrive other than tips was a big hit for my group - they mentioned it 5 times.

I have a ton of pictures and some video that I put on a CD if you are interested.  If anyone needs any help closing a sale to Kain's, do not hesitate to call or put your client in touch with me!

Greg is filling up fast for next year and stated he has had more early bookings than in previous years.  So book early for the base dates.

Dan

------------
Discounted Whitetail Hunt – 

Big Antler has a spot open Nov 18-25, 2007 for one whitetail deer hunt.  This hunt belonged to Larry Price, who passed away this spring and was a client of Bruce Rowe (OC-WI).  The hunt is being discounted to $2,500.  This is $1,000 off the regular price.  Commission is still payable on the $2,500.
The following message was e-mailed to me last week from Jim Kuhn of Nebraska Trophy Bucks and Birds.  The message was sent right after our crew (mentioned above) left there after the inspection trip.

Marc,
They were a great bunch of guys, I wish we could have scored on a couple more bucks but we did have 75% opportunity. I visited with your guys about our new buffalo hunts.  I’d really like you to push those for us.  Thanks again for all your efforts, you’ve helped book up our second season rifle hunts and we’ve had a lot of inquires about other hunts. To be honest, I’ve dealt with other booking agents in the past and all they wanted was free hunts and then we never saw a single hunter from any of them, you’ve certainly surpassed all my expectations. We hope to be the biggest and best outfitter in Nebraska, and I’m certain you guys can help us accomplish that goal.

Thanks,
Jim
------------
Claudia has now posted the information for both White Oak Resort and Niagara Fishing Adventures on the agent’s web site. 

------------
Greg Ray and I just returned from the inspection trip to Safari Nordik.  Look for my full report to be posted on the agent’s site soon.  A short summary though is that Safari Nordik truly delivered on everything they stated.  We had a great hunt and did a lot of filming for the TV show.  Some very respectable bulls were harvested as we took 9 bulls for the 5 hunters.  The $995 add on they offer is well worth every dollar.  That fee covers airfare from any major airport in the US, repackaging of all racks and all meat processing, boxing, etc.  When we landed in Montreal, all we had to do was get our bags and head to the airport, Safari Nordik reps gathered all of our racks and meat boxes and took them with them.  The next morning when we got to the airport, we had boxes with our racks in them (not just wrapped in plastic like other outfitters) and our meat was vacuumed sealed and ready to go (steaks, roasts and ground).  When we were at the airport upon our arrival back from Kuujjuaq, there were many hunters looking for taxis to get to places to pick up dry ice and new boxes to get their meat ready to take with them.  We literally walked out of the airport with our bags and headed to the hotel.  Safari Nordik truly understands service and value.

In the Outdoors,
   Marc Glades
